


St. Mary’s Parish Offices are closed Labor Day 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Labor Day 2020 Reflection Guide 
On the Sunday before Labor Day, we have an opportunity to reflect on what the 
Church teaches us about the dignity of work and the rights of workers. We mark      
Labor Day this year with our annual chairman’s statement as our communities are    
facing the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and a renewed call to    
dismantle systems of racial injustice. In a special way, we are invited to reflect on Pope 

Francis’ call for “more inclusive and equitable economic models” that place people, not capital, at the center.  
Reflection:  In the second reading, Paul reminds us that the call to love one another is at the center of our faith: “The 
commandments . . . are summed up in this saying, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Rom 13:9). 
The importance of this call to love of neighbor is furthered in the Gospel, as Jesus instructs his disciples to always 
seek reconciliation and restoration of relationships with brothers and sisters who have been harmed (Mt 18:15-20).  
As we seek to love our neighbors as ourselves, we must work together to build new systems and structures that     
promote the dignity of the human person. Catholic teaching tells us that not only are workers due a “just wage” with 
which they can provide for their families’ needs; they also deserve opportunities for rest and dignity affirming benefits 
such as quality health care and paid time off.  
How Can Catholics Respond?  In the workplace, if we are business owners, managers, or supervisors, we can help 
ensure that our businesses and organizations are offering family wages and the dignity affirming benefits that our long 
Catholic tradition affirms should be available for all workers and their families. As we listen to the needs of those in 
our community, we are challenged to support those organizations that are empowering their employees to be owners 
and decision-makers. For the United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s complete pastoral guide with links to  
additional resources please go to usccb.org/resources/labor-day-2020-pastoral-guide.pdf  
 

Prayer for the Dignity of  Work and the Rights of  Workers  
 

Lord God, Master of the Vineyard,  
How wonderful that you have invited us  

who labor by the sweat of our brow  
to be workers in the vineyard  

and assist your work to shape the world around us. 
 

As we seek to respond to this call,  
make us attentive to those who seek work 

but cannot find it.  
 

Help us listen to the struggles of those 
who work hard to provide for their families  

but still have trouble making ends meet.  
 

Open our eyes to the struggles of those exploited  
and help us speak for just wages and safe conditions,  

the freedom to organize, and time for renewal.  
For work was made for humankind  

and not humankind for work.  
Let it not be a vehicle for exploitation  

but a radiant expression of our human dignity.  
 

Give all who labor listening hearts  
that we may pause from our work  

to receive your gift of rest.  
 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit  
that you might work through us to let your justice reign.  

Amen.  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like Father offer a Mass for a friend or 
member of your family please contact the parish office 
319-837-6808 or westpointstmary@diodav.org 
 
Tuesday,  September 8       Parishioners 
Wednesday, September 9           HTC Mass 
Thursday, September 10       Adolf Wittman 
Friday, September 11                    Jim & Helen Loving 
Saturday, September 12                   Archie & Betty Boeding 
Sunday, September 13                  Elaine Peitz 
 

 

 
 

 
September 1—30 Second Collection is for Derecho       
   Disaster Relief 
September 2nd  Parish Council Meeting @ 6:30pm  
   outside at the Church 
September 7th  Labor Day Parish Offices Closed 
September 8th  Collection Counting @ 8:30 AM  
   @ Parish Office 
September 13th  Special Collection for the Holy Land 
 

Readings for the week of September 6, 2020 
Sunday: Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/ 

Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20  
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 

12 [9]/Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c  

[Is 61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 

[11]/Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 

23-24 [24b]/Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6,  

12 [2]/Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/ 
 Lk 6:43-49 
Next Sunday:  Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10,  

11-12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 
 
 

 St. Mary’s Collection for August 29th and 30th 

 
  St. Boniface Collection for August 30th 

 

St. Mary’s has a copies of  the 
September Word Among Us.  
 

If you would like a copy please contact 
the parish office 837-6808 and we can 
make arrangements to get a copy to 
you. The Word Among Us is a by 
monthly magazine. It is “intended to 
assist people in reading, meditating   
on and understanding scripture [and 
to] provide sound, practical advice for 

Catholics on the  living out of the Christian life.  
We can have a relationship of love and friendship with 
the Son of God."         (wau.org/about) 

Adults $ 1,517.50 

Offertory $ 16.00 

Second Collection $ 60.00 

HTC $ 1,715.00 

# of Envelopes  35 

Adults $ 311.00 

Offertory $233.00 

Fall Dinner $ 905.00 

# of Envelopes 8 

https://wau.org/about/


   Fall Festival 2020  
“Remember our past, cherish our present, and hope for our future.”  

 
What can we say 2020 has been a year! This year the annual sale will be         
different with NO live auction. Sullivan Auctioneers will host a fully online   
auction. The auction will be in two parts. The first will be timed items which 
will open for bidding on Wednesday, October 7th.   
The second part will include approximately 100 items. These items will start on 
Wednesday, but on Saturday, October 10th the items will then move to a live 

online auction with the highest bidder taking the item. The live portion will begin with the grain auction at 2PM.    
Due to restrictions related to COVID 19 the parish can only accept new items for donation. All items will need to be 
collected by Monday, October 5th.  A committee member will be contacting you about donations and pick up times. 
Monetary donations or gift certificates can be mailed to: St. Mary’s Fall Festival Committee c/o St. Mary’s Parish     
Office, PO BOX 68, West Point, Iowa 52656. 
We know this is a big change but we feel everyone’s health is our utmost concern.  Please watch the bulletin, the    
parish website and Facebook for more information.  Thank you for all your support ~ The Fall Festival Committee 

 
This year, due to the pandemic it was not possible to take up the Good 
Friday Collection dedicated to supporting Christians living in the Holy 
Land.  At the request of Pope Francis this Special Collection will be held 
Sunday, September 13th.  If you would be able to make a contribution 
please place an envelope marked 2020 Pontifical Good Friday Collection 

into the collection basket at church. You may also mail or drop this donation off at the parish office.  
The collection in favor of the Holy Land is a small gesture of solidarity that the whole Church is called to make in  
order to support the Christian communities that are in the Holy Land.  It is because of the generosity of Christians 
throughout the world that we can continue taking care of the Holy places of Christianity from the Holy Sepulcher to 
the Basilica of the Nativity.  Also supporting quality education to more than 10,000 students attending our Schools.  
This is what we hope to be able to continue to do thanks to the help of each of you on the 13th of September.  
~ Fr. Francesco Patton OFM Custos of the Holy Land. 
 
Father Hoffman will offer the G.I.F.T program again beginning on  
Wednesday, September 9th 7 - 8 PM via Zoom. If you would like to  
participate please contact the parish office with your email address so  that 
we can send you a link to the online meeting. There is no fee to participate 
and all are welcome to join whenever possible.  It is not required that you 
attend every session. If you would like to suggest a topic please call or email 
Father 319-837-6808 (office) 319-837-8120 (rectory) or hoffmand@diodav.org. 
 

The Second Collection for the Month of  September is for Disaster Relief.   
 

The Diocese of Dubuque has established a Derecho relief 
fund for those in the Cedar Rapids and surrounding areas   
impacted by the storm. If you would like to make a donation 
please drop an envelope marked for the 2nd collection into the 
collection baskets at Mass or you can mail donations to 
PO Box 68, West Point, IA 52656 

                   
 
 

       The Legion Auxiliary would like to thank those  
who donated school supplies for our local schools. 

 


