


May Month of  Mary 
The month of May is a special time for Catholics to pay homage to our 
Blessed Mother Mary. Note we pay homage to her. Contrary to a        
distressing misconception found among Evangelicals and Protestants,  
we honor Mary. We do not worship her.  
She has a unique role in salvation history as the Mother of God,        
conceived without Sin, who by her own free will agreed to bring the 
“Word made flesh”, (John 1:14) our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ into 
the world. 
Her life in the Gospel years was one of service and great devotion to  
Jesus, from the cave in Bethlehem where she gave birth to Him, to     
Calvary in Jerusalem where she stood by His cross in His Crucifixion, 
from Crib to Cross, as it were. 
While she has a somewhat low profile in the Gospels, her words there 
still resonate with us today and challenge us to follow her example of  
humility, obedience, and service to God. 
We read when she gives her famous assent to becoming Jesus’ mother. 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me according to thy 
word” (Lk 1:38).  A short time later she proclaims with joy in the      
Magnificat when visiting Elizabeth, her relative, that “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Lk 1:45-47).  And, 
last but not least, what are her final words in scripture? “Do whatever he 
[Jesus] tells you” (John 2:5). This is her request to the waiters at the  
Wedding Feast at Cana right before Jesus turns water into wine with a just a thought. 

Jesus, as He was dying on the Cross, gave us His mother to be our Mother as well when he entrusted her to St. John’s 
care (John 19:26-27). Numerous theologians and Saints have confirmed this. 

Mary was conceived and lived a life “full of Grace” (Lk 1-28). And she wishes very much to share the graces given her 
by God on our behalf. St. Bernardine of Siena once said: “ Every grace that is communicated to this world has a 
threefold course. For by excellent order, it is dispensed from God to Christ, from Christ to the Virgin [Mary], from 
Virgin to us.” 

Pope Pius XII was by no means alone when he once said “Whenever we speak of Mary or speak to her, let us not  
forget that she is really our Mother, for through her we received divine life. She gave us Jesus himself, the source of 
grace. Mary is a Mediatrix and Dispenser of Graces.” 

She has also given us a great weapon in our Spiritual arsenal in the Rosary. St. Francis de Sales called it “the greatest 
method of praying”. Blessed Alan de la Roche said this prayer  is ‘the storehouse of countless blessing.” 

And St. Padre Pio once remarked that “the Rosary is the weapon given us by Mary to use against the tricks of the   
infernal enemy. “It not only brings us graces, but also is a great way to mediate on the lives of Our Lord and His 
Blessed Mother! After the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, there is nothing in the Church that I love as much as the       
Rosary.” 

Remember that Mary always seeks to be a bridge not a barrier to Her Divine Son our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
Don’t ever feel afraid to approach her in prayer for grace, strength and her intercession to Jesus for your personal  
intentions. 

-Christopher Castagnoli (www.ourcatholicprayers.com) 

 
 
On May 2nd, before Sunday Mass the kids that made their 1st Communion will be bringing 
up fresh flowers for the crowning of Mother of God.  When we honor Mary the mother of 
Jesus we are honoring her son Jesus. We often pray to Mary to intercede for us with her 
Divine Son. We love, honor, respect and entrust ourselves to her car because Jesus did all 
these things. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s Cracked Up to Be 

“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, would you look at 
the bark on that thing? The others are real duds, but that low
-hanging branch has really got it all together.” 
 
I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just need to hang 

out with more arborists, but I can’t recall ever hearing someone admire the particular beauty of a single branch. 
When someone comments on a tree, it’s usually the whole tree — perhaps a visual element of it, like the color of the 
leaves or its height. But people don’t usually zero in on one branch. 
 
Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is looking a little weak, chances are every other branch is, too. 
 
The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good everyday stewards, it is for the Father’s glory. We are the branch 
on His magnificent tree. What we have is from Him, and what we do likewise points back to Him. We also tend to 
reflect how well the other branches around us are incorporating the nutrients coming their way. That’s all fine and 
good in theory. In practice, it can be an arduous exercise in humility. 
 
When I do something virtuous or charitable or kind, there is a part of me that wants to stand out for it. I think that’s 
true for all of us. We’ve given of ourselves in some way or overcome some human temptation to accomplish a little 
bit of good in this world, and even though we know God sees us, we’d really love for everyone else to see it, too. 
 
It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to remember that our fruit belongs to the whole tree. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
 

 
 

G.I.F.T (Growing in Faith Together) 
Last week we discussed what took place between the resurrection and Pente-
cost? We will continue discussing that this week. Please let Father know if 
you are interested in participating in GIFT. It is every Wednesday at 7:00 pm 
over Zoom. It is no cost to you, if you would like to participate please call 
the office at  
(319) 837-6808, call Father at the Rectory at (319) 837-8120, or email Father 
at hoffmand@diodav.org 
 
 

 
Do you have a special place in your heart for the elderly or those in assisted living facility?  
The long absence is finally coming to an end and our diocese along with West Point Care  
Center is allowing St. Mary’s team of volunteers to visit and distribute communion to those in 
our community care center. You may pick your own time and day to distribute Holy         
Communion at the Care Center.  
If interested in being involved with this very special ministry please contact the parish office at 
319-837-6808.  
 

 
 
Father Hoffman would like to thank everyone for the Easter and birthday cards and gifts.  
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Pastor 
Rev. Dennis Hoffman………………………(319) 837-8120 
Rectory Address…………………………….603 Bel Air Dr 
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Parish Coordinator: Rebecca Hannum 
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Office Hours…………………..Thursday Noon to 4:00 pm 
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Cell ………………………………………...(319) 371-5043 
Email …………………….westpointstmarydre@diodav.org 
Office Hours…………………….M,T, F Noon to 4:00 pm 
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St. Mary………………….Eleanor Menke @(319) 837-6895  
St. Boniface……………………(319) 835-5520/592-3238  

 
MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like Father offer a Mass for a friend or 
member of your family please contact the parish office 
319-837-6808 or westpointstmary@diodav.org 
 
Tuesday,  May 4           Sister Kathleen Hanley CHM      
Wednesday, May 5       HTC School Mass              
Thursday, May 6          Parishioners     
Friday, May 7               Sherry Derksen         
Saturday, May 8           Archie & Betty Boeding 
Sunday, May 9              Phyllis Pollpeter 
                                     Parishioners            

    

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 
 26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8  
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 
 12]/ Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/
 Jn  15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/ 
 Jn 15:9 -11 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 
 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 
 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 
 
Observances for the week of May 2, 2021 
Sunday: 5th Sunday of Easter 
Monday: Sts. Phillip and James, Apostles 
Tuesday:   
Wednesday: Cinco de Mayo 
Thursday: National Day of Prayer 
Friday:   
Saturday:  
Next Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 

 
St. Mary Collection for April  24th and 25th 

 

 
 

St. Boniface Collection for April 24th and 25th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May’s Second Collection is  
 For Birthright 

 

Adults $ 1,152.50 

Offertory $ 69.00 

Bridges out of Poverty $ 55.00 

Votive $59.00 

Home Mission  $ 25.00 

HTC $ 1,075.00 

# of Envelopes   47 

Adults $ 493.00 

Offertory $ 40.00 

# of Envelopes  11 

Catholic Home Mission $ 75.00 




