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Jesus said to him, “Have you come to  
believe because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen  
and have believed.” ~ Jn 20:29 
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LIVE THE LITURGY 
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

 
Have you ever experienced awe? Awe is commonly defined as a feeling of reverential  
respect mixed with fear or wonder. A moment  of awe has the ability to lift us up out of 
ourselves and immerse us into something that causes us to wonder about ourselves,  
meaning of life and truth. Awe is an experience of connection that links us to something 
that is beyond the normal happenings of life. For us who believe that the resurrected Christ 
is present in all life and the totality of the universe, being touched by awe can lead us to 
exclaim, “My Lord and my God!” Pondering the vastness of God’s presence also brings us 
to a profound sense of God’s mercy, which is the showering of His unconditional love on 
each of His daughters and sons. When we internalize this mystery, we may find ourselves 
standing in awe once again and feeling an intense sense of peace.  

READINGS  
April 19, 2020 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31  
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/Mk 16:15-20 
Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/ 
 Lk 24:13-35 

Priests are required to celebrate Mass frequently  
and are earnestly recommended to do so daily.   

Father Dennis  will being saying a  
Private Mass on a regular basis  and will be  

remembering the intentions as posted.  
MASS INTENTIONS 

Tuesday,  April 21   Parishioners  
Wednesday, April 22 Parishioners  
Thursday, April 23 Ernie Moeller 
Friday, April 24 Lawrence & Kurt Menke 
Saturday, April 25  Sue Ann Schmitz 
Sunday, April 26   Andrew Fraise 
 

With Masses being canceled our parish  
like all households still have bills that need to  

be paid. If you are able to continue your  
contribution you may mail in your  

envelope. If you were thinking  
about moving to electronic giving you  

may call the office and we can help you  
make this change. 

For more information about our ministry  
organizations, church leadership groups,  

the sacraments and current programs go to the parish 
website westpointstmary.org or call the parish office. 

A number of resources are provided on the diocesan flu 
page: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/flu,  

including a prayer booklet that can be used at home 
during this time or restricted parish services. 

 

Spring has come and has brought 
with it mowing season. Please help 
spruce up Calvary Cemetery. We 
ask that all flowers, vases, wreaths, 
shepherd hooks and other items 
that obstruct mowing be removed. 

http://westpointstmary.org/
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/flu


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 
A person was going through a very dark time, questioning the meaning of life, not feeling very purposeful or worthwhile, and 
feeling disconnected and unappreciated. Suddenly, they gazed up at the night sky, found themselves in awe of all the stars and 
constellations, and exclaimed, “I am here on purpose and I am loved!” Having been brought by God to this moment of intense 
connection and awareness, his life changed from that moment on.  
 
If we are always preoccupied with the challenges, obligations, and stuff of daily life, we can easily miss the wonderful  
opportunities when the resurrected Christ is knocking at our door. If we open ourselves to the fullness of experience, we will 
find ourselves listening and embracing all that is around us, being caught up in the magnificence of creation’s grandeur and 
knowing in our heart and soul that God is and I am. 
 
While that sounds like a simple, tell-me-something-I don’t-know kind of revelation, it is life changing when it takes root in the 
depth of a person’s soul. Stumbling upon this awesome truth and internalizing it doesn’t require an assent of the mind. It  
beckons for a claim on our soul. We find ourselves knowing something profound that cannot be explained or reasoned, but 
purely is. When we are caught up in an experience and encounter the truth, it doesn’t matter how all of the pieces got put  
together. Truth is simply truth. The “my Lord and my God” responses we utter are not evoked because all of the pieces of faith 
and life make reasonable sense. The “my Lord and my God” affirmations come when we are lifted up out of our preoccupations 
and silliness and are in the presence of mystery and mercy. 
 
God is mystery, one who is beyond our grasp but at the same time within our reach, knowable yet unknowable. And when in the 
presence of mystery, there comes an intense experience of mercy. We know deep within the essence of ourselves and in the very 
life of creation  this beating, unconditionally accepting, life-sustaining, profound, mysterious yet familiar presence of love. We 
have found our peace. “Peace be with you.” Breathe in and breathe out. Peace. 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
Give Yourself Completely 

The early days of the first Christian community were not easy by any  
measurement. Jesus had been executed, and his disciples had to be discreet so as 
not to meet a similar fate. Jesus was now risen, but the truth of his resurrection 

was not accepted by all. However, the depiction of that early community in Acts 2:42-47 would lead someone to believe it was 
the opposite situation. We are told of community life where people lean on each other and share great joy. They ate and prayed 
together, and many wonders and signs were occurring to lift the community and bear witness to the power of Jesus Christ. They 
were disciples living out their faith, and it was their strong sense of stewardship that made all this possible in the face of  
threatening Roman and Jewish powers. 
Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil. Increasing secularism, abuse scandals, and a lack of true fidelity place us once again 
in a time that is not easy. A friend of mine likes to say that any challenge of sin we encounter in the Church has its origin in a 
lack or misunderstanding of the stewardship way of life. We create our burdens by not using our gifts wisely and by turning  
inward selfishly.  
Could we use the story in Acts of the early Church to help us today? If we begin with the decision to give of ourselves  
completely to God and His people, will we become agents of change? There is only one way to find out.  
~Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

Everyday Stewardship 



 




